
   54% of families say they spend up 
to £100 per year, per child on primary 
school uniform

   1.4 million wearable school uniforms 
are thrown away each year

   Reusing school uniform for an extra  
3 months could reduce carbon, water 
and waste footprints by 5-10%

Sign up & receive a labelled donation  
bin, promotional assets, access to a 
network of local schools all running their 
own pre-loved school uniform shop/stall. 

Joining the project is FREE all we need from you is your 
reuse figures (number of items given away or sold at your 
shop/stall).  We’ll convert these figures into useful stats  
like prevention of waste in weight & CO2 emmisions.

Did you know?

Join the network of schools running 
pre-loved school uniform shops

 

The best bit is...
Families save money

 School Uniform lifespanis extended; reducingcarbon, water andwaste footprints

Promotes shoppingsustainably

Apply online to claim 
your free donation bin



1.  Gather a team of parents, carers 
and school staff to organise and run 
the shop – there are plenty of jobs to 
go round when running a pre-loved 
school uniform shop, from sorting the 
donations to working at the shop (and 
packing away). Make a list of tasks 
and assign roles if needed. 

2.  Locate storage area for stock and 
space to run the shop – preparing 
for lots of donations is a great way 
to get ahead. Speak with the senior 
management team and site staff 
at your school to identify a space to 
store your stock. Choosing an easily 
accessible location near to where 
children are picked up at the end of 
the day to run the shop will help get 
the shop seen and may encourage 
families to shop with you. 

3.  Source equipment – rails, hangers, 
storage etc good storage systems 
can help with the organisation of 
running the shop while also ensuring 
the school uniform remains in good 
condition ready for reuse. Create a 
wish list of equipment you need and 
reach out to the school community 
to source this. Using swapping 
groups on Facebook or sites like 
Freegle may also help in sourcing 
much needed items. 

4.  Start collecting uniform – using  
our handy, labelled donation bin 
makes dropping off donations 
simple for families and your team. 
Ask the school to support informing 
families about the donation bin, its 
location and list the items you are 
happy to accept. 

5.  Running the shop – decide a 
suitable date and time to run your 
shop and advertise across the school. 
Running a regular monthly shop 
on a set day of the week can help 
everyone remember when to  
expect one. 

6.  Record your reuse and share with 
our team – keep track of the number 
of items being reused with our record 
sheet. After each shop, upload your 
data and we will provide you with 
some useful stats, including weight of 
textiles diverted from waste and the 
amount of C02 emissions prevented. 

7.  Join the network of schools across 
the boroughs – find out what other 
schools are doing, share success 
stories and more with The School 
Uniform Bank network. 

7 steps to setting up your 

pre-loved uniform shop

For more information and details on how to apply and join the project visit 

www.eastlondonwaste.gov.uk/theschooluniformbank
Or contact recycleFYC@keepbritaintidy.org




